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Ready, Set, Run! 
How to Launch Your Campaign

June 1, 2011
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Helen Strain
Planned Parenthood of 

North Florida

Monique Teal
Democracy for America



So You Want To Run For 
Office?

• What office do you 
want to hold?

• Are you qualified to 
run?

• Why do you want to 
run?

• When do you want to 
run?
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So You Want To Run For 
Office?

• What type of election?

• What is your support 
base?

• Is your family on 
board?
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Five things to keep in mind

1) Your governmental office

2) The correct paperwork

3) Personnel

4) Costs

5) Your calendar
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• Costs
• Cash to qualify
• Petitions to qualify

• Campaign Calendars
• Financial reports
• Etc
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Starting your campaign
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Legal Team

Campaign TeamKitchen Cabinet



Kitchen Cabinet: 
Message Box
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What we say about 
ourselves

What we say about them

What they say about us

What they say about 
themselves



Kitchen Cabinet: 
Fundraising
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• Goal

• Finding Donors



Kitchen Cabinet: 
Community Outreach
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• Leaders

• Organizations
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Legal Team

• Why you need it

• Where to get one
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Campaign Team
� Manager – Overall campaign 

plan
� Fundraising Manager/Team –

Fundraising Plan

� Field Coordinator – Field Plan
• Volunteer Coordinator –

recruitment and retention of 
volunteers

� Media Coordinator – Earned 
and Paid
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Campaign Team: Manager
� Manager – Oversees 

overall campaign plan
� 1. Fundraising goals

� 2. Field goals

� 3. Media and 
Communication goals

� 4. Budgetary goals
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Campaign Team: Fundraiser

� Fundraising Manager/Team – Fundraising 
Plan

� 1. What types of fundraisers and goals

� 2. Call time management and goals
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Campaign Team: Field

� Field Coordinator – Field Plan
• Volunteer Coordinator – recruitment and 

retention of volunteers
• Canvassing goals

• Phonebank goals
• Visibility goals
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Campaign Team: Media

� Media Coordinator – Earned and Paid
� 1. Press conferences

� 2. Earned media
� 3. Paid budget
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Good Resources
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Questions?
Use The Q/A Tool in the WebEx Sidebar

Email: nightschool@democracyforamerica.com

Twitter:
@DFATraining
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Sign up for more Night 
School!

We have one more episode in the series:

June 8th   - Startup Fundraising & Budgeting
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DemocracyForAmerica.com/NightSchool
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Keep Night School on the air!
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